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Keep Georgia Tidy Project
3 Essay Competition for High School Students on Environmental Issues launched!

With the financial support of the Government of Sweden and in the frames of the Keep
Georgia Tidy Project, Georgian Society of Nature Explorers “Orchis” announces an Essay
Competition on the theme of “The share of dumpsites in the pollution of the Black Sea
coastal and the management of relevant processes to achieve the SDGs by the country (based
on Adjara case study)” which aims to promote environmental protection and the Sustainable
Development Goals as they are perceived by the youth and to increase their engagement.

The Competition is open to students of high schools.

The deadline for the submission of essays is June 30, 2021, 18:00. The winner will be known
on 3 August 2021. Essays should comprise 5-7 pages.

Two winners (I and II) will be identified per theme in the frames of the Competition, which
will be granted a monetary award comprising 500 GEL and 400 GEL respectively.

The headline of the essays are:

“The role of dumpsites in the contamination of the Black Sea coastal zone (based on Adjara
case study)”

Or

“Ways particular contaminants may occur at dumpsites and how hazardous they could be for
human health”

The essay “The role of dumpsites in the contamination of the Black Sea coastal zone (based
on Adjara case study)” should describe hydro chemical content of the Black Sea, how the
Black Sea differs from other seas and oceans, and briefly overview geomorphology of the
Georgian coastal zone of the Black Sea. Based on the available literature, describe small rivers
of the Black Sea basin that flow in Adjara, and describe pollution types that are likely to
characteristic to them considering the areas they cross before falling in the sea. Please
provide your opinion, what pollutants originated from the dumpsites may contaminate
surface water bodies, or how severely could they influence surface water contamination
processes, and what should be done to avoid such anthropogenic pollution. The essay should
describe challenges that the country faces in waste management to achieve the SDGs; how

various documents and action plan integrate measures that are needed to attain the targets
defined for the SDGs.

The essay “Ways particular contaminants may occur at dumpsites and how hazardous they
could be for human health” should describe how any good or item that may contain a certain
toxic matter may occur at a dumpsite. The elaboration of this theme is anticipated so that to
describe the ways particular contaminants occur at dumpsites.



Besides, the information about toxicity of the pollutants that could be found in surroundings
of dumpsite areas and the methods of their detection (chemical or microbiological) is
welcomed.

The theme covers the following context:

The Black Sea is one of the outstanding and unique intracontinental seas in the world. One
of the significant problems is that the rivers of the Black Sea basin transport huge amount of
biogenic matter and different organic pollutants. Dumpsites that are often located at the river
banks notably contribute to this process because the rivers deliver contaminated water to the
sea and cause the coastline pollution. It is noteworthy to note that the restricted water
exchange between the Black Sea and the ocean hampers the removal of the noxious matter
discharged into the marine environment and favours their accumulation process. Thus, the
Black Sea suffers heavy anthropogenic load. The addressing of marine ecology issues is one of
the environmental priorities of the countries in the region. The international conventions
and agreements signed for the protection of the Black Sea and having Georgia among
signatory parties are the evidence of this.

Adjara coast is a recreational zone, and everyone knows how attractive it is for people in the
summer to rest and swim in the sea water during the warm period of the year. Numerous
people recreate in Adjara in the summer each year, when the coastal zone gets notably
overloaded. During this period the sea coast and specifically beaches become littered with
household waste left by recreationists after swimming and sunbathing. It is obvious that this
waste notably contributes to the pollution of the Black Sea water in the summer. Thus, one
of the significant pollution sources for the Black Sea is the household waste (plastic bottles
are especially numerous among them) which appear at the river banks and sea coast and then
occur in the coastal waters of the sea, especially during the warm period of the year.

It is also highlighted that the environmental policy should be cost effective. It should not be
an overburden and unreasonable load for economy or social wellbeing of the society. It
should be tightly linked to the sustainable development processes in the country.

The sustainable development envisages balancing of the economic development, social
justice, and protection of the physical and natural environment. That is, the economic
progress should not entail social and environmental regress, increase of social threats, tension
or resentment, or degradation of the physical environment so that healthy life becomes
unavailable for people.

Please send your essays on the following e-mail address: orchisge@yahoo.com indicating
your contact information as well as the name of your high school. After sending of the essay,
please wait for our confirmation of its receipt.

Good luck!

“Keep Georgia Tidy“ Project is being implemented by the NGO Consortium: Georgian
Society of Nature Explorers “Orchis”, Keep Georgia Tidy and Greens Movement of
Georgia/Friends of the Earth Georgia through funding of the Government of Sweden, with



support of Georgian Ministries of Environmental Protection & Agriculture, Regional
Development & Infrastructure, and Education, Science, Culture & Sport, and in cooperation
with the Solid Waste Management Company of Georgia and Environmental information &
Education Centre.

10a Tashkenti St., 0160, Tbilisi, Georgia

Tel: (+995 32) 2385199; mob: (+ 995 595) 335699
E-mail: orchisge@yahoo.com

web-page: http://www.orkisi.ge
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